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Battle Won
Court Verdict: ‘Under God’ Stays in Pledge

he Knights of Columbus won a
major victory in the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in
March, when the court held that
the words “under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance did not
violate the Constitution.

The lawsuit had been filed by
atheist Michael Newdow in
2005, just months after the U.S.
Supreme Court had thrown out
an earlier case on technical
grounds. A few days after the
suit was filed, the Knights of
Columbus asked the trial court
to allow the Order and several
individual Knights and their

families to join the case as “defendant interveners.” Attorneys
from the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a public interest
law firm headed by brother Knight Kevin Hasson, argued on
behalf of the Knights of Columbus in hearings at both the
district and appeals court levels.

“We hold that the Pledge of Allegiance does not violate the
Establishment Clause,” the court said, “because Congress’
ostensible and predominant purpose was to inspire patriotism
and that the context of the Pledge — its wording as a whole,
the preamble to the statute, and this nation’s history —
demonstrate that it is a predominantly patriotic exercise. For
these reasons, the phrase ‘one Nation under God’ does not turn
this patriotic exercise into a religious activity.”

The court ruling also reflected the principal argument made by
the Knights, that the reference to God in the Pledge reflects a
core American belief about the source of our fundamental
rights: “The Pledge reflects many beliefs held by the Founding
Fathers of this country — the same men who authored the
Establishment Clause — including the belief that it is the
people who should and do hold the power, not the government.
They believed that the people derive their most important
rights, not from the government, but from God. ... The
Founders did not see these two ideas — that individuals
possessed certain God-given rights which no government can
take away, and that we do not want our nation to establish a
religion — as being in conflict.”

The Knights of Columbus was instrumental in persuading
Congress to add the words “under God” to the Pledge of
Allegiance in 1954. We are also defendant-interveners in
another lawsuit challenging the Pledge language, filed by
Newdow in New Hampshire in 2007. The federal district
court in Concord, N.H., dismissed the suit in
September 2009, and the decision has been appealed
to the First Circuit.

(Extracted from: Knightline, Volume 27, Number 4, April 2010)

RSVP Donations Increase in 2009

When Father Mark Brandl —
who was ordained in the spring
of 2009 — was a seminarian
attending Saint Francis DeSales
Seminary in St. Francis, Wis.,
he often found himself hard-
pressed to find funds to meet
costs such as quality of life
items and even books for his
studies. For him, support (both
monetary and personal
encouragement) came from
Wisconsin councils 3562 (of
which he is a member), 4240,
6645 and 7798.

“It was quite a life saver,” Father Brandl said. “I always have
seen the Knights as both benefactors and protectors (of
priests). The Knights are a priest’s best friend.”

Thousands of seminarians and postulants still need the same
type of assistance provided to Father Brandl. Every council,
whether working individually or with other councils, is
encouraged to support seminarians financially and morally by
participating in the Refund Support Vocations Program
(RSVP).

Even in an economic downturn, Knights of Columbus RSVP
support for vocations is up. Specifically, Knights raised and
disbursed nearly $2.9 million to approximately 4,900
seminarians and postulants in 2009 through RSVP. In 2008,
Knights reported donating $2.8 million to help 4,800 students.

The program offers an opportunity for local units to provide
financial and moral support to people studying to become a
priest, brother or religious sister. Most units donate $500 to the
student for his or her personal use. RSVP also urges
participating groups to show moral support for the student by
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e-mailing, writing letters and inviting them to K of C
functions.
Participating units that qualify are eligible for a $100 rebate
from the Supreme Council for every $500 donated, with a cap
on rebates for one individual at $400 (see details above, at
right). In 2009, refunds totaled nearly $570,000. In addition to
the Supreme Council refund, qualifying units receive a plaque
honoring them for their efforts.

Since the start of the RSVP, $46.9 million has been raised and
donated to seminarians and postulants; refunds from the
Supreme Council total $8.5 million.

(Extracted from: Knightline, Volume 27, Number 4, April 2010)

BRING ’EM IN,
KEEP ’EM IN

Plugging leaks in
membership

PICTURE THIS: You’re trying to
fill a bucket with water. You keep
ladling water in — yet the level
never seems to rise. Puzzled, you
look at the bucket’s bottom and see a
steady flow of water leaking out
through a hole. If you don’t plug that
opening, you’ll never fill that bucket.

Now picture your council’s membership in the same way —
adding new Knights won’t help your membership rise and
grow stronger if you lose existing members. As important as
your recruitment plans are, you also need to plan on how to
keep your members. Here are some ideas.

Start retention efforts immediately after the new member’s
First Degree, following the tips offered in the related story on
this page that include establishing a mentorship program and
getting new members interested in earning the “Shining Armor
Award.”

Additionally, present new members with a baseball cap or T-
shirt emblazoned with the Order’s emblem and the council
number and establish a car pool to bring new (and old)
members to meetings.

Form a retention committee to examine reasons why Knights
become inactive and let their membership lapse. The financial
secretary should provide the retention committee with a list of

members in danger of being suspended and also supply a list
of those who have been suspended but meet membership
eligibility requirements. Contact these members, or have their
proposers or council friends call and discuss their reasons for
being inactive. Urge them to become active again and ask
those suspended but eligible to rejoin.

Another way to help retain members is personal follow-up. Let
a member know he is missed the first time he fails to attend a
meeting or event. Forward a “We missed you at the meeting”
e-mail/postcard message. Call him on the telephone, send an e-
mail or write a personal note at the bottom of the meeting
notice. Use e-mails and announcement cards to keep members
up-to-date on important information vital to the successful
operation of your council.

Look at your current programs and activities to evaluate
whether your council’s resources and members are being fully
used. Do members express interest in these programs? Are a
majority of the members participating? What type of council
image do these programs project to the community? Are these
programs meaningful, sincere and diversified enough to appeal
to all council members?

Lastly, just as you would with new prospects, question lapsed
members in a positive way. Emphasize aspects of the
organization the member may miss if he lets his membership
lapse. For more help and ideas, visit www.kofc.org/recruit .

(Extracted from: Knightline, Volume 27, Number 4, April 2010)

State Charities Fund
Donation to “Starpoint”

Coleen Abeyta, Denver Director of Starpoint operations,
accepted the Knights of Columbus State Charities Fund
donation of $500 presented by Bill Longan, member of
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Council 7640, at the Starpoint office suite. The money will be
used to the purchase new flooring for one of the group homes
operated by “Starpoint”. Bill has been endeavoring to obtain a
donation for this project the past couple of years and was
happy to present this check to Coleen.

Thank you to Knights, Ken Riedel who supported me in this
effort with good advice and Dave Vigil who had met with the
Starpoint maintenance person to decide on the product to use
and because of his suggestion, Starpoint is now registered with
Home Depot as a charitable organization and entitled to
purchase products from Home Depot at a discount. The
amount donated will pay half of the cost of the flooring
material which will be installed mid June this year.

Installing the flooring will mean moving furniture from and
back into three bedrooms and a common area of the home. Mr.
Ryan Anderson, Starpoint maintenance person, could use some
help with this project therefore, if any two or more strong
healthy generous Knights in the Council are willing to spend
Wednesday June 16, 2010 at the home moving furniture their
help will be appreciated. Each bedroom has two beds, two
chests of drawers to be moved and the common area has at
least four reclining seats, an aquarium, a TV and stand.
The address of the home is: 11471 W. 60th Ave. Arvada Co.

Remember, whatever time you donate in serving God’s work
will be returned seven fold.

Please call Bill Longan at (303) 986-2542 to volunteer.

The editor of our Colorado Knights’ Call newspaper, Bruce
Tawson, has requested the email addresses of all Knights so
that the State Council may better communicate, through the
newspaper, to all councils in the Colorado. Brother Tawson
also stated that NO emails would be provided to the Supreme
Council.

It was advised that those members of Council 7540 with email
would first be contacted prior to Council’s submittal. If you
wish to be EXCLUDED from Knights’ Call being emailed to
email address where Mountain News is please advise Ken
Riedel at kdriedel@comcast.net or 303-988-9049.

The Knights’ Call will no longer be snail-mailed to the state’s
membership. It will, however, be available on the Colorado
state council’s website: http://www.coloradokofc.org/ .

Attention – All Knights!

We’d like to get to know you on a first name basis! Name
badges are available for a very reasonable cost. Please contact
Ken Riedel (303-988-9049 or kdriedel@comcast.net ) or Don
Ferega for more details.
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Carron Coffee House Association

Please call Ken Riedel, 303-988-9049 or
email him: kdriedel@comcast.net if you can
substitute.

Transportation by Knights of Columbus
Schedule for 2010

May 7………………………………………………….Group 1
May 21………………………………………………...Group 2

Jun 4…………………………………………………..Group 1
Jun 11…………………………………………………Group 2
Jun 25………………………………………….Groups 1 and 2

Dinner Dance

It is Time To Pray

Prayers are welcome for:
Harry Bellegante,
Venerable Past State Deputy, Paul Fassler,
The monthly intentions of Pope Benedict XVI,
Our Service Personnel serving our nation in countries around
the World,
Ending abortion

ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays

May
1st Jesse Medina, 2nd Russell Williams, 4th Donald Meanor, 7th

Michael Saraco, 8th Daniel Hogan, Joe Lopez, 9th Anthony
Malenbek, 10th Quentin Smith, 13th Virgil Ranker, 15th Robert
Fairbank, 23rd Rustin Gersch, 25th William Longan, 28th

Michael Campbell

June
4th Jeffrey Brown, 6th Larry Schieffer

Weddings

May
8th Delores & Louis Peressini, 11th Peggy & Harold Bogus,
Jolene & Ted Robinette, 20th Marie & John Downs, Jr, 21st

Connie & Michael Delp, 22nd Candace & Walter Aeckerie,

Veronica & Martin Gonzales, 23rd Marina & Matthew
Middlebrooks, 24th Bonita & Robert Knievel, 25th Mary Alyce
& Christopher Rodriguez, 29th Fran & Gerry Kaveny

June
3rd Cathleen & John Danielson, Sheila & Dr. Francis Furman,
4th Janet & Steven Heisdorffer, 5th Darlyce & Ronald Day,
Mary Ann & Raymond Stevens, 7th Jerri & Stanley Smith, 8th

Jeanette & Donald Heithoff, 10th Carolyn & Jack Christos

Ordinations

May 30th – Fr John Grabrian

Note – Dates above start from the time of publication until the
next monthly meeting (2nd Thursday of the month). Dates after
that will be included in the next issue.

Do You Use Email?
By Ken Riedel – Membership Director

Emailing the council’s monthly newsletter,
Mountain News, to you saves the council

nearly $0.60 per issue. I know you’re thinking that’s not much
of a savings, but multiply your per issue unit cost by 167
current council members (and continuing to grow), that’s all
most $100 per month and $1,200 per year and growing.

Please contact Ken Riedel, 303-988-9049 (H), 303-987-3171
(Fax) or kdriedel@comcast.net if you change your email
address or obtain internet access and now utilize an email
account to communicate with your friends and relatives.

Also, if you change your Mailing Address or Home, Work
Telephone Numbers or Retire and no longer have need of such
a number, please contact Ken Riedel at via any of the means as
listed above.

What’s New On Council’s Website?

What is the count of visitors to Council’s website:
http://www.kofc7640.org ? What’s the change made to our
home page? What else is new on the other pages? When did
you last take a look at YOUR council’s website? YOU should
check it out at least monthly.
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MOUNTAIN NEWS
Published monthly by Knights of Columbus, Christ on the
Mountain Council 7640 and distributed to the council
members free of any and all charges. Please notice there are
two versions of this newsletter. One which is sent via the
Internet which may contain color clipart and photos. The other
version is the same except the clipart and photos are black and
white.

Editor Mike Delp

Circulation US Mail Ken Riedel

E-mail John Garbarino

Contributors Ken Riedel

Bill Longan

Tony Jimenez

Any member of the Knights of Columbus may contribute items
for publication in this newsletter. If the item is publicizing an
event be sure to answer the Who, What, When, Where, Why,
and How questions and include any digital photos that may
have been taken. The e-mail address is
mdelp6@comcast.net Notice; the article and photograph
submitted may be sent to the “KNIGHTS IN ACTION” editor
of the “Columbia” magazine. The editor reserves the right to
correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors; otherwise,
all items will be printed as submitted.

The next issue deadline is 12:00 AM June 1st


